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To my Honoured Friends, 
Anthony Stoddard Eq; 
. 
Mr. William Stoddard 
. of Bofton. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Preſs at the D-ſire of Your Hinourable Fatut ; 
the One Preac+ el upon the Death of his BxoTaes, 
your Venerable UncLe of North-hampton ; the O- 
ther upon the Death of his Son, your Exemplary 
BaornEx; [ awvill not refuſe You the Copy you as of 4 
| Plain Diſcourſe I made upon His own Deceaſe. 


YOU owe more than this Expreſſion of Filial Reſpect 
and Honour ro his Memory, Whom GOD made a very 
good FaTutnx fo You ; and You were ſecret Witneſſes 
= Goodneſs to others, and of his good Converſation in 

HRIST, 


THERE was one thing Singular in the Life of Your 
Faratx, and very (urprizing to the Town at the Time 
of it ; When He broke off his Worldly Buſineſs in the 

. moſt proſperous Run of it, in the Midſt of Life, declaring 
hat he had Eno ; having attaind that Eſtate, by the 
Bleſſing of GOD, which He tho't ought to ſatisfy Him. 


ABOUT' that Time being choſen by the Town to ſerve 
tbe Poor, He did it for ſome Years with a great deal of 
Labour and Pleaſure, as I well remember. 

| SINCE 


F TER two Funeral Sermons that went to the 


S 


ſaid, and I dare not ſend the following 


DEDICATION. 
' SINCE that, and I ſuppoſe before, his Charities 0 #8 
Poor, and Donations for pious Uſes, have been liberal and 


many ; wherein I have been aſſured by His Honoured Rx- 
LICT that he ſtudied Secregy. 2 


HIS annual ZBounties to the Poor, the Widows and the 
pings at our Yearly TnanxsSclvincs, were more 


known ; and very great : Nor was the Levite then 


a 
— by Him. 


INDEED He was a Lover of Good Men, and of GOD's 
Houſe and Worthipers ; but more eſpecially fricndly and re- 


ſpectſul to the Miniſters of Ca R ISF, and never tht em 


eno honoured and ſupported in their Work. 


THESE things being known to be true, and agfie to be 


proved by many living Witneſles, J Judge they —_— 12 45 


wiihbout inſerting them. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THAT You may both live loag, sf GOD pleaſe, and do 
much more Good in Tour Generation, than Thoſe that are 
before Du; And that Your Children, and all the 


Poſteriry of the Dz cx aszD, may be the SzzD whom the 


ZORD will bleſs ; is the ſincere Deſire and Prayer of 


Your Afectionate Friend 


and Humble Servant, 


Boſton, Nov. 13. 


1730. 


Benjamin Colman. 


A peaceful Death, 
in a good Old Age. 


GENESIS xv. 15. 


AND thou ſhalt go to thy Fathers in Peace, Thou 
ſhalt be buried in a good Old Age. 


HE Words were ſpoken by a Gracious 
GOD to his ſervant Abrabam, and He 
ſpake to him as a Man to bis Friend. In- 
deed he ſpake to Him of his Death and 
Burial, but that was friendly and kind 

eno to One of Abrabams Mind; whoſe Life declared 

that he was intent on Death; (i. e. a happy End of the 
preſent Life) for he plainly ſcugbt & better Cuntry, that 
is an Heavenly. | 

In the C-ntext we find GOD ſaying to Abrabam, 
Far n t, I am thy Shield and thy exceeding great Re- 
ward. Let any one find Favour and Grace from 
GOD to live in the Faith, Devotion and Obedience 
of Abraham, and he need not fear Death ; for GOD 
will be his Shield in a dying hour, and his infinite eter- 
nal Reward after it. 

Acain we find Abrabam believing in GOD, againſt 
humane Proſpect, and it was counted to bim fer Rigb- 
#eouſ? neſs: v. 6. 

Wr find GOD alſo covenanting with Abrabam by 


Sacrifice; ordering him to take an Heifer, a Se- Goat, 


* 


| 


_ 2 | A Peaceful Death 


a. Ram, 2 Turtie-dove and a 7:ung-Pigeon ; and to 
lay the Pieces one over againſt the other: And when 
it grew dark, behold a /inzoaking Furnace and a burn- 
ing Lamp paſſed between the Pieces, and ſome think 
conſumed them. 'Then ir was that GOD revealed to 
Abraham what ſhould befal his Seed for four Hundred 
Years to come, before their Poſſeſſion of the promis'd 
Canaan. But as for T-ur/elf (ſaid GOD to him in 
the Words of my Text,) Thou ſhalt go to thy Fathers 
in Peace, Thou ſhalt be buried in a good ed Ape. 

Tus Revelation or Promiſe here made to Abra- 
Bam is in fourParticulars,aad all reſpe&ing his Death: 
That he ſhould go to his Fathers, that he ſhould go in 
Peace, that he ſhould be buried, and in a good Old Age. 
All whieh ſuppoſes and implies this certain Truth, 


That the GOD of Abraham orders graciouſly all 


that concerns the Dying of his godly Ones ; the Time, 
the Manner, and all the Circumſtances of it. All the 
Spiritual Seed of Abraham are under the ſame ſpecial 
Regards of Providence. Preci us in the fight of the 
Lord is their Death. Whether they die in Childhood 
and Youth, in middle'or old Age, after good or evil 
Days, in Peace and Light or under Fears and Dark- 
neſs ; it is all ordered by a gracious GOD. 

Moxzrovtk we are here told, 1. That at Death 
the Godly go to their Fathers Their Souls go to the 
Paradiſe of Chriſt, that bliſsful Place for the Spirits of 
the 7uft, until the Reſurrection. 

Azrxanan had pious Progenitors and godly Anceſ- 
tors; Adam, Seth, Enoch, N-ah and Shem. To the 
Souls of theſe his Fathers Abraham's Spirit went, 
when it left the Body. And now, ſince the Death 
of Abraham, this Paradiſe of happy Souls is called 
Abrahams Biſ me; and when the Godly die they go 
to Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of 
GOD ? 

Tnou ſhalt go to thy Fathers : It ſeems to ſpeak 
a going willingly, and with a.Defire to be with 
| them 3 


in a good Old Age. 3 
them; as we go with Pleaſure to ſee our Dear Friends 
indRelations that are removed from us: The Godly 
are gathered to their People, the People of theirChoice 
and Love, and to the Place of their Defire ; tlie 
Congregation of the Bleſſed. 

2. Ws learn here, That the [#terment of tht Dead 
is a decent and becoming thing. 

Nor all the Children of faithful Abraham are ſure, 
as he was, of being buried. It is reckoned among 
the Favours of Providence, to find a Grave after 
Death. Nature teaches this Regard to the dead 
Body, and the Soul before it leaves its lov d Compa- 
riiori deſires this ſmall Care may be taken of it. 

Tux Heathens went far in this point, if we may 
believe their Pbets, in their vain Theology: as if 
the departed Spirit could find no Reſt until the fus 
neral Rites were paid to the Body. But this is all 

$ and animal, like the reſt of their rude Ideas of 
the Inviſible World. | 

Bur ts be ſure Religion teaches us to biiry our 
Dead; as Abraham did Sarah, and Iſaac did Abra- 
hain, and Feſeph did Facob : And as the Diſciples of 
Fobn the Baptiſt did him, and the Brethren did Se- 
phen, and Foſeþb did the Body of Ir sus. 

Tux Bodies of the Fuft remain in an indiſſoluble 
Relation to CHRIST, and alſo to their owh glorified 
Spirits, after Death: And they ſhould be treated by 
their ſurviving Friends, as what have been, and are 
yet to be, living Tem3/es of the HOLY GHOST, 
CHRIST will raiſe them in Glory and Incortuption 
another Day, and faſhion them like to His Own 
moſt glorious ny 

NeverTHELEss there are many of his Holy Ones, 
and of his bleſſed Martyrs in particular, who never 
etijoy d a Burial. The JON OF GOD Himſelf /carce 
found an Izterment and a Grave: But it was reet- 
in his Humiliation that he ſhould be laid in the duſt, 


and neceſſary to his Riſing again. 
88 _ tar 
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4 A Peaceful Death 

Lr us learn to take care of our Souls, that theſe 
go to the Fathers, Abraham and 1/racl, whether our 
Bodies find a Funeral or no. 

Acain, 3. To be buried in Old Age is the Deſire 
of Nature by the Will of GOD. 

Wr naturally defire Life, and love many Days, 
that we may ſee Good. And it is promis'd as a Fa- 
vour of GOD, That thy Days may be long upon the 
Earth. Anda good Old Age is a very conſiderable 
Circumſtance in the preſent Life. So my Text ſpeaks 
of it, and ſo Abrabam found it; Gen. xxv. 1, 8, 9. 
And theſe are the Days of the Tears of Abrahams Life 
which he lived, an hundred threeſcore and fifteen Tears ; 
Then Abraham gave up the Ghoſt, and died in a good 
old age, an old Man and full of years, and was gathered 
to bis People; And bis Suns Iſaac and Iſhmael buried 
him in the Cave of Mackpelab. 


I have but glanc'd at theſe Things in the Text, 
which might have been worthy of more Inlarge- 
ment. It is that I may iafiſt the more upon the e 
other greater and weightier Things in it; A good 
Mans dying in Peace, and in a gvod Old Age. 


Lr the Doctrine then be, 


THAT a peaceful Death in a gend Old Age is the 
gracious Fawur of GOD to ſome of the Children 
of faithful Abraham. 


Axp the ENQUIRIES here before us are, 
1. Wnar may be called 4a good Old Age ? 
2. Waar it is to go in Peace? | 
3. Wnar there is of GOD's gracious Fayour in 


theſe things ? 


I. Wuar may be called a good Old Age. 
Oro Age is eſteemed Good in it ſelf. Mankind ac- 
| 25 count 


in a good Old Age. | $ 


eount it ſo and defire it. It gives a longer Oppor- 
tunity to get Good, and to do Good, which is all the 
Good there is init : If we may be the richer in 


good Works, and come to our Grave as 4 Heck of 


Corn in its ſeaſon, laden and white for the Harveſt- 
Bur old Age is not always alike good. Some en- 
Joy a better Old Age than others,on many Accounts. 


Some have fewer evil Days, and ſome ſee many more 


good Days. 
A great Age is ſometimes called a good Age : But 


it is not always ſo ; nay not often ſo. From Mo/es 


time Fourſtore Year old is a great Old Age. Bar- 


' Zillai is called a very aged Man even fourſcore Tears 


old. He was able at that Age to receive the KING, 

and provide him Suſtenance. 
To be particular, 

1. Ax eaſie healthful Old Age is call'd and ac- 

counted a good Old Age. Health and Eaſe are the 


Salt of Life. Without theſe it loſes its taſte and ſa- 


vour. The bodily Weakneſſes and Infirmities of Old 
Age make the Days of it evil. Eccl. xii. 1. bile 
the evil Days come not, when thou ſhalt ſay, I have no 
Pleaſure. | 

2. PEN TI FUL Circumſtances in Old Age help to make 
it the more eaſie and comfortable, and to relieve us 
under the Infirmities and Evils of it. 'There is this 
Good in Riches, or a competent Eſtate, where 
there is a Heart to uſe it to the End of our Pilgri- 
mage. So Barzillai*s Eſtate was his Credit andCom- 
fort at fourſcore years old, tho* he could little taſte 


what he eat or what he drank. He had a noble 


Heart, larger than his Eſtate, and fed the King and 
his Houſhold. This is the Good of the Labour of 
our younger Years, if we live to be old, having got 
a little of the World by Prudence, Diligence and 
Righteouſneſs. Neither is there other Good in it, 


whether we be Young or Old, than tne free and ſo- 
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ber, and religions Uſe of it, the few Days we have 
to live. 

3- Tus Continuapce of Underſianding and Reaſon, 
with our /enſes, makes Old Age good. There is u- 
ſually a great Decay of theſe in our advanced years. 
As the Keepers of the Houſe ( the Arms and Hands, 
to uſe the elegant Words of Solomon ) tremble, and 
the Strong Men bow themſelves, ( the Back and 
Shoulders ſtoop, the Legs and Thi hs buckle) and 
the Grinders ceaſe, the Teeth row few and * 
weak : So thoſe that look out of the ind. us are dark- 
ned, and the Dayghters of Muſick are bro't low: the 
Eyes grow dim, the Ears deaf, the Tongue faultring, 
the Lips quivering, and the Voice low. Bur if Sight 
and Hearing, the Powers of Mind and Manory* 
ready Apprehenfion and ſound Judgment are con- 
tinued to. a Perſon in Old Age, theſe things g0 a 
. way to make it go. 

Moss and Jaſbug and Caleb were greatly favou- 
red in their Age. Moſes Eye was not dim, nor his 
natural force abated. Caleb was as ſtrong at Eighty 
Five, as when he was but Forty. 'Theſe were rare 
Inſtances. Jadac and Jacob loſt much of their Sight 
in Old Age, and ſo the Prophet Abijab, 1 Kings 
xiv. 

yy? ſerene, eaſis placid Mind in Old Age, very 
much helps to make it good to our ſelves and others. 
It is one of the greateſt Evils incident to Old Age, 
to be fretful and Take But here and there we 
find an 8 or Friend as chearful and plea- 
ſant, their Wiſdom remaining with them, as others 
in the Days of their Youth. This makes em a Plea- 
ſure and Comfort to all about em, as long as they 
live. This is the Gift of God, and ſhould be the 
more conſtant Fruit of Heavenly Grace. 

6. Our Children about us, if they are wiſe and 
good, dutiful and kind, contribute a great deal to a 


good old Age, 80 the Old Age of Abraham and 
Saras 


found in the Way of Righteouſneſs. 


in 4 good Old Age. x 


Sarah was bleſs'd and brightned with a blooming 
I/aac, their Laughter and Joy. So Jacob went down 
to Egypt with his Train of ſeventy Souls ; and 
the Sons of Fo/eph were bro't to his Knees. Jeſepb 
likewiſe ſaw Ephraims Sons of the third Generation. 
Theſe are the Crown of Old Men, and make Old Age 


good. So Fob could again in his old Age ſay, © My 


Children are about me. 

6. A holy Old Age is the good Old Age. Grace is 
the chief Good, be we old or young. But more eſ- 
pecially it is the Riches and Ornament, the Dignity 
and Beauty of the Aged. Tit. ii. J. The aged Women, 
that they be in Behaviour as becometh Holineſs. Prov. 
xvi. 31. 'The hoary Head is a Crown of glory, if it be 
Such were Anna 
the Propheteſs, a Widaw of fourſcore, and Simeon the 
juſt and devout, waiting together for the Conſolation 
of 1/rael. Luke ii. 25, 36. 

J. A uſeful fruitful Old Age is a good Old Age. 
Not every holy Old Age is alike fruitful. But the 
more uſeful it is, the better. Pſal. xcii. ult. They ſbal 
Hill bring forth Fruit in Old Age, they ſhall be fat and 
flouriſhing. Then the Path of the juſt is as the ſni- 
ning Light, that ſhineth more and more unto the 
perfect Day. This Bleſſing Eliphaz wiſh'd to Fob, 
and he had it: Job v. 26. Thou ſhalt come to thy 
Grave in a full Age, like as a ſhock cf Corn cometh in 
its ſeaſon. And this the P/almiſt hop'd & ask'd for 
himſelf, Pſal. Ixxi. 16, 18. will go on in the ſtrength of 
the LORD GOD, now that I am old and gray-headed. 

8. A good Hipe, thro Grace, of a better Life all 
the Days of Old Age, makes it very good. This 
lightens every Darkneſs and Burthen, and rexews 
the ſtrength as the Eagles. Read the old Man's Song, 
Pſalm Ixxi. 8. 18. Let my mouth be filled with thy 
Praiſe and with thy Honour all the Day : I will hope 
contigually, and will yet praiſe thee mire and more. So 
Aſeſes had a full fight of Canaan before he died. It 
22 ; 3 W 26 
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was to him the Type of Heaven. The Loxp ſtrength- 
ned his Sight and Paith together. So the Patriarchs 
liv'd on the Promiſes all their Life long, and gave 


Commandment concerning their Bones. So Simeon 


took up the Holy Child in his aged Arms, & Bleſſed 
Goo and ſaid, Lord, letteſt thou thy Servant depart 
in Peace, according to thy Word; for mine Eyes bave 


ſeen thy Salvation. Such a one was Paul the Aged, 


2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. Fr I am now ready to be offered, 
and the Time of my Departure is at hand; I bave 


fought a good Fight, I have finiſhed my Courſe, I haue 


kept the Faith ; Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the Righteous 
Fudge ſhall give me at that Day. 
9. Easis and holy Dying makes the good Old 
Age perfect. When the Lamp of Life burns out, 
rather than is blown out; and the Soul goes willing- 
ly, without any great pain or ftrife to the Body. 
This is to expire and die, while for the moſt part 
Death kills and //ays the young and ſtrong. So Fa- 
cob gathered up his feet into the Bed, and gave up 
the Ghoſt : He died willingly and eaſily. And ſo 
Simeon has been repreſented as dying on the ſpot, 
as ſoon as he had bleſſed Mary, and prais'd GOD for 
and propheſied concerning the Huy Babe. 
Ix a word, Continuance in Faith, Patience, Cha- 


- rity, Prayer and - Praiſe, with a ſpiritual Mind, and 


holy Affections, makes Old Age gerd, and Death 
bappy at the End of it. 

Axp thus I have ſaid, what may be call'd 2 good 
old Age. Eminently, the. h uſeful Old Age is to he 
ſo called. For then a Perſon is till bringing Glory 


to GOD, and doing Good in the Wold as long as 


he lives; by his Example, Prayers, Counſel and 
Advice, Admonitions and Exhortations ; by patient 
Suffering and enduring Affliction. When we grow 
in Goodneſs to the Day of Death, the Old Age is 


n 0 
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in a good Old Ape. 


9 
To paſs a Reflection or two here, 

1. Let not young People expect to arrive at old 
Age. How few attain it! how many more die 
young or in middle Age, than live to be old? And 
GOD can make it as good to die then, as to live 
longer. GOD can give Peace then, & make Dying 
eaſie and happy. 'l his may be much better than to 
live and ſee Evil Days, and be uſeleſs in the World. 

2. Lr thoſe that are like to be old look for many 
an Evil in Old Age, unleſs they be now labouring to 
make it good and happy by a ſober, righteous and 
godly Lite. This is Health to the Navel, and Marrow 
o the Bones: Yea ſaving Health and Joy to the 


Soul. 


3. Lær Thoſe that are in Age ftudy, pray and la- 
bour to make their old Age good, by a patient Con- 
tinuance in Mell. doing, ſeeking after Glory, Honour 
and Immortality. Heb.' x. 36. For ye have need of Pa- 
tience, that after ye have done the Will of GOD ye may 
inherit the Promiſes. 1 Pet. i. 13. Be ſober and hope 
to the End, for the Grace that is to be bro't unto yo 
at the Revelation of FESUS CHRIST. 

4. Lr the C-n/orts, Children and Friends of ſuch 
as have died in a good old Age, be comforted and 
give Glory to GOD, who ſhews ſuch Grace to ſinful 
mortal Man, that might have died from the Womb, 
or expired in the Belly. 

Tis good Old Age deſcribed, has been very much 
the Lot of an Aged & Honourable Perſon, SLMUEON 
STODDARD, Eſq; whom we follow'd to hisGrave in 
the Week paſt, in his Eightieth Year. A great Age, 
which GOD made healthful and eaſie, attended with 
plentiful Circumſtances, his Reaſon and Underſtanding 
continuing, his Sight only decay'd, his Mind ſerene 
and placid, and his Children about him, and He he- 
noured and happy in Them. But the Crown of all 
was a pious & uſeful Old Age, with a ſetled Peace and 
good Hope ( thro' Grace) of a better Life; which 

continued 
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continued with him thro the ſbadow of Death; whicti 
GOD made eafie to him, both as to Mind and Body. 

THis was a great Favour of GOD both to Him 
and to his Family. Moſes tells us, Pſalm xc. 10. 
That the Days of our Tears are threeſcore years and ten, 
and if by reaſon of ſirength they be fourſcore Nars, their 
firength is Labour and Sorrow. But here there was 
as little of the Sorrow felt from yo to 80, as could 
be expected; and that Comfort of Life and Peace at 


the End of it, which makes living and dying good. 


II. Wnar is it to go in Peace? Thou ſhalt go to 
thy Fathers in Peace, in a good Old Age. | 

1. To die in a pardoned, juſtified and ſanceiſed State, 
having our Peace made with GOD, reconciled to 
GOD thro? the Death of His SON. Rom. v. 1, 2. 
Therefore being juſtified by Faith we have Peace with 
GOD, thro* our Lord 2 SUS CHRIST ; by Whom 
alſo we have acceſs by Faith into this Grace wherein we 
ftand, and rejoice in Hope of the Glory of GOD. Par- 
don and Peace kiſs each other. He goes in Peace, 
that is found in CHRIST and in his Righteouſneſs, 
p found of bis Fudge in Peace. i: e. in a pardoned 

te. 
2. Hz goes in Peace that dies in a gdod Hope or 
a joyous Senſe of his Peace made with GOD. A Per- 
ſon may go in Peace without this, but He emi- 
nently expires in Peace that has it. One that is in 
Peace with GOD may die fearing that he is not; 
but He enjoys a peaceful Death who has the recon- 
ciled Face of GOD ſhining upon him,when, he comes 
to die. He may bow his Head and ſay, © I will 
lay me down in Peace and ſleep ! I know that 4 
deemer liveth, and if after my skin Worms deſtray 
this Body, yet in my Fleſh I ſhall ſee GOD ! For me to 
live is CHRIST, and to die is Gain | To die thus is to 
go in Peace, 


3. FroM 


3 good Old Age. 11 


3. Fon this well grounded Hope to be willing to 
die, and to deſire to depart, is to go in Peace. 2 Cor. 
v. 1, 2. For we know that if the Earthly Houſe of this 
Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a Building of GOD, 
4 Houſe not made with Hands, Eternal in the Hea- 
vens : In this we groan earneſtly, deſiring to be clotb- 
ed upon with dur Houſe from Heaven: Nuw He that 
bath wro's us fer this is GOD, who bath given to 
us the Earneſt of the SPIRIT : Therefore we are al- 
ways confident, knowing that whilſt we are at Home 
in the Body we are abſent from the LORD : Willing 
rather to be abſent from the Body, and to be preſent 
with the Lord. Phil. i. 23. I am in a ſtrait betwixt 
two, having a Deſire to depart, and to be with 
CHRIST which is far better. This, this is to go 
in Peace. | 


In order to which the following 'Things are of 
ſpecial Need and Uſe, in our Hearts and Lives. 


1. SixnceritTY and Uprightne/ſs. There can be no 
true and Solid Peace for us, living or dying, with- 
out this. 2 Cor. i. 12. For our Rej yting is this, the 
Teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in Simplicity and god- 
ly Sincetity, ut with fleſbily Miſdem, but by the Grace 
of GOD, we have had our Converſation in the World. 
Pſalm xxxvii. 37. Beb-ld the Upright, for the End 
of that Man is Peace. Iſai. Ivii. 2. He ſhall enter in- 
to Peace, they ſhall reſt in their Beds, each one walking 
in bis Uprightneſs. 

2. Di:1Gtnce and Induſtry in working the Works 
of GOD while it is Day. 'Then when Night comes 
we may ly down to Reſt. This was Cuxisr's Peace, 
John. xvii. 1. Father, the Hour is come ; glovify thy 
Fon, that thy Sin alſo may glerify thee : I have glori- 


fied thee on the Earth, I bave finiſhed the Work which © 


thou gaveſt me to do: Aud now, O Father, glorifie thus 
we with thine u elf. And this is eur Peace in 
N C Death, 


* 


* _ 
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Death, 2 peter iii. 14. Be dilicent that ye bs found of 

Him in Peace. en Mw * 
3. Dtvorion : A cloſe Walk with GOD in ſecret 


and publick ; in the Worſhip of the Cloſet, of the 


Family and of the Temple. So Enoch walked with 
GOD, and GOD took him. So Meſs liv'd and dy'd 
in the Mount with GOD. And Simeon and Anna 
went ſtraight from the Temple below unto that a- 
above. "oP | 

4. Fairn. The Juſt Man lines by this, and finds Foy 
and Peace, living and dying, in Believing. So Stephen 
ſaw JESUS at the right Hand of GOD, and kneeled 
down to die, praying, Lord Jeſus receive my Spi- 
it. Faith in the once crucified, and now living 
Redeemer, is a ſure Foundation for Peace in Death. 

5. HusLIATIoN and Repentance, deeply wrought 
into the Soul, and in a continual Exerciſe and In- 
creaſe. Acts iii. 19. Repent and be converted, that your 
Sins may be blitted out, when the Times of Refreſhment 


Hal c:me 2 the Preſence f the Lord. A dying 
c 


Hour is often made one of thoſe Times of Refreſh- 
ment to a true penitent. As the Thief upon theCroſs 
looked upon the Lon D Jxsvs and ſaid, Lord, Remem- 
ber me when th.u comeſt into thy Kingdoi : And Jes 


ſaid unto him, Verily I ſay unto thes, To day ſalt thou 


be with me in Paradiſe. Luke xxiii. 43. 

6. Taz Witneſs of the HOLT SPIRIT with the Heart 
and Conſcience of a Believer, is the Sovereign Caule 
of Peace in Death. If he pleaſe to ſhine upon his 
own Work in the Soul. Peace I leave with you, ſaid 
our Lord FESUS, and I will ſend the COMFORTER , 
unto you. His Saints do eſpecially need, ſeek and de- 
pend on, his Preſence and Supports in their dying 
hours. Hs: ſheweth to a Man his Uprightne/ſs. The 
SPIRIT Himſelf ( ſays the Apoſtle ) beareth Witneſs . 
with our Spirit, that we are the Children of GOD, Rom. 
viii. 16. If Hz giveth Quietneſs,who can giveTrouble © | 
and if He bideth bis Face, ubo can behold Him © He 2 

| ; 8 vides 


gives them a triumphant Paſſage into the Heavenly 
Canaan, if He pleaſes. ee eee 

Bur this of a Souls going in Peace; at any Age, when 
it pleaſes GOD ; and Younger Chriſtians are ſome- 


times help'd of GOD to do fo, as well as Elder. 


III. I am briefly to conſider the ſpecial Favour of 
GOD to his faithful Servants in this great thing, So 
. GOD ſpake of it to Abraham in the Text, Thou ſbalt 
go to thy Fathers in Peace, in a good Old Age. 


Wnar a rare and rich Mercy was this l to Jive long 
full of Grace, and then die full of Comfort. May 
this be our Portion and that of our Children after us ! 
May we ſo live, and ſo die, and be happy here and 
for ever. Mortal Man can expect or crave no 

Tus Bleſſings of Nature and Grace unite here, and 
come upon the Ele& Head and into, his Heart. Our 
Heavenly Father gives the upper and nether Springs 
both, to ſome of the. Heirs of Salvation. And the 
greater Bleſſings of Providence do but prepare for 
the greater Meaſures of Grace, and thoſe for the 
greater Degrees of eternal Glory.  . . 

To go in Peace at Death is of more Worth to an 
immortal Soul, than if it could have gain'd & poſleſs'd 
the whole World. To live here another Age were a 
Trifle and a hazard. Such a Promiſe as this in the 
Text to Abraham is a Gift worthy of the EternalGOD 
to his immortal Creature. The heavenly Canaas for 
* was infinitely more than the earthly ſor his 

Olterict y. 585 R vt 

Ox the GOP of our Spirits, the God of allPeace, 
conld! make this Promiſe, to Abraham: It is in part 
ſure-to-all the. ſpiritual Seed, but the whole of it is 
only fer them for whom it is prepared of the Fa- 
THER, - 
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in. a good Old Age. . | 13 
vides the Waters of Jordan before his People, and 


| 
| 
| 


A peaceful Death 


Azranan is the Father of all that believe in Cx Ist, 


and the Bleſſing of Abrabam comes on em all. They 


all die in a ftate of Peace, but not all in the Senſe 
and Joy of their Peace with GOD. Alſo but few 
of them liye to old Age, and the old Age of all is 
not alike good. | 
Yer ſome are favour'd both in outward and in- 
ward Reſpects as Abraham was. They are old and 
_ gray-hcaded, and the Grace and Peace of GOD is 
ruling in their Hearts, and they depart in peace at 
Death. Such are indeed indulged like faithful A. 
_ braham. 
Bur GOD uſes his Sovereignty in theſe Diſpen- 
ſations of his Grace. It is not of Works that any 
, ould . boaſt. He is Lord of his own Favours 
and giveth liberally, without upbraiding ; but to 
none for their Deſervings. 
Wo raiſed up the righte:us Man from the Eaft ? 
and brought him to bis Foot? The ſame LORD 
over alt raiſeth up Children to Abraham of the 
very ſtones of the Street. He lifteth up the Poor 
out of the Duſt, and the ar from the Dunghil, 
to ſex him above Princes, 'on the Throne of Glory. 
It is not for us to ack, Why more abundance of 
Grace, and of the Gift of Righteouſneſs, is beſtow- 
ed on one than on another? Or why one rich in 
Grace dies young, and another lives? or why one 
gracious Saint dies in Darkneſs and Diſtreſs, and 
another in Peace and Comfort? Even fo Father, 
becauſe it ſeemeth good in thy fight. 5 
To go in Peace, after a good old Age, is the 
whole of Slomon's Portion and Bleſſing' from the 
LORD ; * Long Life, Honqur and Wiſdom, in 
the way to a Crown eteriial' in the Heavens. 
What's equal to a happy Death and a bleſſed 
Fternity ! What could Mi oe David ſay more 
to a Grarious GON ?- or He do mere for Duſt 
and. Aſhes. ma 
Sn Ve 
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in a few words, 1. To the Godly in Age 


in the way of Holineſs, Faith, Hope, Charity, Pray- 


in 4 good Old Ae. 14 


this Meditation 
3.2. IG 
the Old and CGracele/s, 3. To bereaved Children and 
Relatives. 4. To Toung People. 


I. To the Godly in Age. Yours is a good old 
Age, tho' it may be attended with ſome evil 


U S E. It remains only to apply 


Days. Bear and improve the Evils, and be very 


- thankful for the Good. | 
Mar you go to your Fathers in Peace. You- 


have Death and Heaven before you. You will 


need Peace in Death, by the Will of GOD, and 
everlaſting Peace will follow after it. Purſue this 


er, Patience and Perſeverance. Say with Facob, 
I wait for thy Salvation, O LORD. 

You have much to praiſe GOD for as long as 
you live, and more to truſt in him for. The Crown- 
ing Favour is yet before you, to go in Peace. 
Seek that and purſne it. 


The y1 Pſalm is your dying Song. In Thee do 
I put my Truſt. Thou art my Hape, O Lord .GOD. 
By thee I have been bolden up from the Womb ; forſake 
me not now my firength faileth. I will go on in the 
ſtrength of the Lord GOD, and will make mention of 
thy Righteouſneſs, even of thine only. O GOD, it is 
very high ! Who is like unto Thee ? my Lips ſbal 
greatly rejoice, and my Sul which thou baſt redeemed. 

So let the Aged keep with GOD, and ſtay them- 


ſelves on Him; making Him their Kaff to lean 


on and walk by; adoring free Grace and relying 
on it; that as it has hitherto upheld- them, ſo it 
will carry em along to and thro' the Hour of 


Death. Pſalm xxiii. 6. lea tho I walk thro the- 
Valley of the Shadow of Death I will fear no Evil, for 
Thou art with me, thy Rod and thy Kaff they comfort 


11. A 


N ” 


7 OC Nn \ oo on "- 
Is A Peaceful Death a 
Death, 2 Peter iii. 14. Be diligent that ye be found of 
Him in Peace, em * 7 

3. Devorion : A cloſe Walk with GOD in ſecret 
and publick ; in the Worſhip of the Cloſet, of the 
Family and of the Temple. So Enoch walked with 
GOD, and GOD took him. 80 Moſes liv'd and dy'd 
in the Mount with GOD. And Simeon and Anna 
went ſtraight from the Temple below unto that a- 
above. 42 | | | 

4 Farrn. The JuſtMan Jives by this, and finds Foy 
and Peace, living and dying, in Believing. So Stephen 
ſaw JESUS at the right Hand of GOD, and kneeled , 
down to die, praying, Lord Feſus receive my Spi- 
ris. Faith in the once crucified, and now living 
Redeemer, is a ſure Foundation for Peace in Death. 
S8. Humniartion and Repentance, deeply wrought 
into the Soul, and in a continual Exerciſe and In- 
creaſe. Acts iii. 19. Repent an be converted, that your 
Sins may be blitted out, when the Times of Refreſhment 
Dal come r the Preſence f the Lord. A dying 
Hour is often miade one of .thoſe Times of Refreſh- 
ment to a true penitent. As the Thief upon theCroſs 
looked upon the Log p Jxsvs and ſaid, Lord, Remem- 
ber me when thin comeſt into thy Kingdom: And Ixsus 
ſaid unto him, Verily I ſay unto thes, To day fvalt thou 
be with me in Paradiſe. Luke xxiii. 43. 

6. Tus Witneſs of the HOLT SPIRIT with the Heart 
and Conſcience of a Believer, is the Sovereign Cauie 
of Peace in Death. If he pleaſe to ſhine upon his 
own Work in. the Soul. Peace I leave with you, ſaid + 
our Lord FESUS, and I will ſend the COMFORTER 
unto you. His Saints do eſpecially need, ſeek and de- 

end on, his Preſence and Supports in their dying 
hours " Hs \ſhewerh to a Man bis Uprightneſs. The 
SPIRIT Himſelf ( ſays the Apoſtle ) beareth Witneſs. 
with aur Spirit, that we are the Children of GOD, Rom. 
viii. 16. If Hs giveth Duietneſs,who can iveJrouble 1 
and if He bideth bis Face,who-can behold Him ? He = 
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vides the Waters of Jordan before his People, and 
gives them a triumphant Paſſage into the Heavenly 


War a rare and rich Mercy was this l to Jive lung 
full of Grace, and then die full of Comfort. May 
this be our Portion and that of our Children after us! 
May we ſo live, and ſo, die, and be happy here and 
for ever. Mortal Man can expect or-craye no 
more. . 


e * n 
Tu Bleſſings of Nature and Grace unite here, and 


come upon the Elect Head and into his Heart. Our 
Heavenly Father gives the per and net her Springs 
both, to ſome of the Hgirs of Salvation. And the 
greater: Bleſſings of Providence. do but prepare for 
the greater Meaſures. of Grace, and thoſe or the 


* 


greater Degrees of eternal Glorryr _... + 
To go in Peace at Death is of more Worth to an 
immortal Soul, than if it could have gain: d & poſſeſe d 
the whole World. To live here another Age were a 
Trifle and a hazard. Such a Promiſe as this in the 
Text to. Abrabam is a Gift worthy of the Eternal GOD 
to his immortal Creature. The heavenly Canaas for 
his, Souls deen mers thas che earthly h. 
„ // fo and Soni 
Om the GOP of 2 Spirits, thę God of allPeace, 
make this Promiſe, to Abraham. It is in part 
re to· all tho ſpiritual Seed; but the whole of it is 


only: far them for whom it is prepared of the Fa- 


THER. ' 4 36 
1 2 0 C 2 An 


— äů —<w -—— 


— — — 


14 1 A peaceful Death 


. 
1 


4 


and the Bleſſing of Abrabam comes on em all. They | 
all die in a 5 of Peace, but not all in the & e 
and Joy of their Peace with GOD. Alſo but feu 


— 


" Annanau 3 is theFather of all that believe in Cunisr, 


of them live to old Age, and the old Age of all is 
not alike good. 

Ver ſome are favour'd both in outward and in- 
ward Reſpects as Abrabam was. They are old and 


F gray-heage ed, and the Grace and Peace of GOD is 


Bur GcoD uſes his Sovereignty 


uling in their Hearts, and they de 3 at 


1 rho in 
Death. Such are indeed indulged I 
brabam. 

in theſe Diſpen- 


. ations of his Grace. It is not of Works that any 


over A raifeth up Children to Abrabam of the 


qduld boaſt. He is Lord of his own Favours 
"and giveth! liberally, without upbraiding ; z but ro 
"none for their ervings. 

Wu raiſed up the righte:us Man from the Eaft ? 
and brought him to bis Foot ? The ſame LORD 


very ſtones of the Street. He lifteth up the Poor 


' whole of Slomon's Pörtion and © Bleſſing 


out of the Duſt, and the Beggar from the Dunghil, 


Grace dies young, and another Hives 
gracious Saint dies in Darkneſs and Diſtreſs, an 

another in Peace and Comfort? Even fo Father, 
becauſe it ſeemeth good in thy cbt. 


to ſex him above Princes, on the Throne of Glory. 
Tt is not for us to ask, Why more abundance of 
Grace, and of the: Gift 'of Righteouſneſs, is beſtow- 


ed an one than on another? Or 1 one _=_ in 
or why one 


To go in Peace, fter a 1 old Age, is the 
8 ; 3658 Nu the 


LORD ; © Life, Honqur and Wiſdom, in 
the Nr to 2 Crown? etertial in the Heavens. 
. ual” to a happy Death and a dleſſed 
What could rabam or David ſay more 
racious GOD? or He do mõre for Duſt 
and. Aſhes, es 
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in a good Old. Age. { 


Vs E. It remains only to apply this Meditation 
min a few words, 1. To the Godly in Age: 2. To 
the Old and Grareleſs, 3. To bereaved Children and 


Relatives. 4. To Dung People. 


I. To the Godly in Age. Yours is a good old 
Age, tho' it may be attended with ſome evil 
Days. Bear and improve the Evils, and be very 
- thankful for the Good. 
Mar you go to your Fathers in Peace. You- 
have Death and Heaven before you. You will 
need Peace in Death, by the Will of GOD, and 
everlaſting Peace will follow after it. Purſue this 
in the way of Holineſs, Faith, Hope, Charity, Pray- 

er, Patience and Perſeverance. Say with Facob, 
1 wait for thy Salvation, O LORD. 

Tov have much to praiſe GOD for as long as 
cg live, and more to truſt in him for. The Crown- 

g Favour is yet before you, to go in Peace. 
Seek that and purſne it. | 
The i Pſalm is your dying Song. In Thee ds 
I put my Traſt. Thou art my Hope, O Lord OD. 


By thee I have been bolden up from the Womb ; forſake 


me not now my firength faileth. I will go on in the 
firength of the Lord GOD, and will make mention of 

y Righteonſweſs, even of thine only. O GOD, it is 
very bigh ! Who is like unto Thee ? my Lips ſbal 
greatly rejoice, and my Seul which thou baſt redeemed. 

So let the Aged keep with GOD, and ſtay them- 
ſelves on Him; making Him their Kaff to lean 
on and walk by; adoring free Grace and relying 
on it; that as it has hitherto upheld- them, ſo it 
will. carry em along to and thro' the Hour of 
Death. Pſalm xxiii. 6. Jea the I walk thro* the: 

Valley of the Shadow of Death I will fear no Evil, ſor 
Thou art with me, thy Rod and thy Staff they comfort 


Me. 
Et IL A 


26 1 pectefu! Death 


II. A word toUnregeneratePerſons advanc'd inYears, 
Alas ! that there ſhould be any ſuch within the Walls 
of GOD's Houſe l Born and baptiſed there, and edu- 
cated under his Word andOrdinances ; planted im his 
Courts, but Strangers yet to the New Birth! unfit to 
die and unmeet for the Kingdom of GOD! Let 
fuch conſider, that Death is as near to them, as it is to 
Believers. in ; Age. But what is your Age? and 
=: what the Death before you ? Is it a good old 
| Age? No. Is it a going in Peace? No. Then ler 
| a dreadful Sound be in your Ears, even the Mid- 


— avs waAYr QC 


| Fight Cry of coming Death! and no Peace, 30 Peace, | 
f ſaith my GOD, unto the Wicked, . But far the more 
} Terror and Diſmay, Anguiſnh and Deſolation, becauſe ( 
| tence, which = —_— 7 7c... 3 | 
| Tus Sinner. a hundred year old is the more accurſed || 


| ia; che Day of Judgment. He has treaſured up Sin 
| aud. Wrath for the laſt Days, Go to now, weep and 
'- - bowl for the Miſeries that are casing on you, See 
Death advaneing, as the wicked Foram ſaw Feb 
driving futiouſly..on him, and cried, 1s it Peace ? 
Febu ! But was anſwer'd with  Diſdain and Fury, 


f What Peace to thee thou wicked Perſon ! 
; bs tv. e ads Ni {XL0D: ww. N 
III. A word of Comfort and Direction to Conſorts, 


Children and other Relatives, in the peaceful Death 
of gracious aged Perſons. What more could you 
wiſh 2 When Death comms thus, it is that Deſire 

Here is no Room for 
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Lr us remember all that we have ſeen | "of 


CHRIST and Grace and Heaven in our Fathers 
deceaſed, vederate and ' imitate that, and forget'all 


their Infirmities and Weakneſs. Let us chuſe their 
GOD and good Ways, and ſeek their Peace in our 
latter End. So when TFoſeph ſaw his Father die in 
a holy, peaceful, happy Manner, In a Tranſport 


of Grief and Joy he fel upon his pale Face and 


kiſſed it. 


IV. Ler Toung People be exhorted and excited 
to be Religious betimes, that if they live to be ol, 
or if they die younger, it may be in the Spirit, 
Grace, Faith and Peace of Abraham. er 

You are the Children of the Promiſe which GOD 


* 


made to Abraham, the better Promiſes. May you 


indeed be the Heirs of the Spiritual and Heavenly 
Inheritance. May you live and die like Him, in 
Peace with GOD. That will make a good Ape, 
if you die never ſo young. It is well with the 
Father, and well with the Child, if gone in Peace. 
All is well that ends well. 

Ler young People lay in betimes for a good Ape, 


or a happy Death; as GOD ſhall pleaſe to prolong. 


their Life, or call em away, ſhortly or ſuddenly. 
Early Religion is the ſhort Way to either, Ephef. 
vi. 2, 3 Honour thy Father and Mother, which is the 
firſt Commandment with Promiſe : That it may be 


well with thee, and that thou may'ſt live long upon 


the Earth. 


FLER youthful Luſts and Paſſions, UncleanneG, ; 


Intemperance, Anger and -Wrath. 'Theſe are Sins 


againſt the Body and its Life, and fill Old Age 
with evil Days. Job xx. 11. His Bones are full of 
1 of bis Touth, which ſball ly down with bim in 
| the Duft. But Chaſtity and Sobrigty; are Health to. 
avel and Marrow to the Boxes. And ſo are 
- Meekneſs and Charity, Juſtice and W : 
e 


the Sins 


the 
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10 A Peaceful Death | 


of _ Abrabam ! Keep this in the Heart h th 


3 C 


the Law of Kindneſs and Word of Truth, ruling 
in the Heart and Lip. and Life. Pſalm xxxiv. 
II, ---- 16. Come ye Children, bearken unto me, and I 


wil teach you the Fear of the LORD. What Man is 


Be that Jefireth Life, and loveth many Days, that be may 
ſte Good ? Keep thy Tongue from Evil, and thy Lips 
from ſpeaking Guile : Depart from Evil and do good, 
ſeek Peace and purſue it : The Eyes of the LORD, 
are upon the Righteous, and bis Ears are open to their 
Cry : The Face of the LORD is againſt them that - 
7 Evil, to cut off the Remembrance of them from the 

arth. 

Lazar Toung People be exhorted to be Sober-minded : 
And not only ſo, but Spiritually-minded which is 
Life and Peace. Let em imitate their pious Anceft- 


ers, and emulate the Grace and Wiſdom of their 


Elders. Let em beware of a worldly Mind, and 
of covetous Practices; that they fall not into 
Temptations and Snares, fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, 
that drown Men in Deſtruction and Perdition. 
Let em give themſelves to the reading of GOD's 
Word and Prayer, give themſelves up to the LORD 
TESUS CHRIST betimes, joyn themſelves to his 
Church, and come to his Table. This is the Way to 
inward heavenly Peace, living and dying. 

O lay a good Foundation, and do it early, againſt 


4 dying Day and for the World to come. It can't 
be gone about too ſoon, nor done too well. O GOD 


of 1 4 and Tounger Perſons and prepare their Heart 


unto i 3 
How ſome Elder Perſons look on themſelves in 
7 ay of Preparation for Death, and for Peace 
] Hater End, 1 know not; While they paſs 
their Lives without walking in all the Ordi- 

hes of. the „and in the Neglect of chat 
n 
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of many, to my Knowledge, in a dying Hour 
So did not Abrabam. He kept the Way of the LORD. 
And let not Young People take Encouragement by 
the ill Example of any Elders in this Matter. . But 
as their Parents gave them to the GOD of Abrabam 
in their Baptiſm, ſo let them know themſelves 
bound to keep the Way of the LORD, that the 
LORD may bring upon them his pramiſed Mercies 
while they live, when they are to die, and to all 
Eternity. ad ++ 1 1 bo 1 
Ix a Word, Let Parents and Miniſters endeavour 
what they can, under the Bleſſing of GOD, to 
ſowe tlie Seed of the Word, the Seed of Grace, 
in the Souls of the Children of CHRIS T's Flock : 

Watering what they ſowe with their Prayers an 
Tears; and then leave them to a Covenant GOD, 
the GOD of Abraham; Who takes em up from 
the Womb, and unto Old Age it is HE, unto hoary 
Hairs He carries; And let us, as far as in us lies, 
portion ours in the ſure Mercies of an Everlaſting 
Covenant. 5 5 
I conclude with thoſe two tender, moving and 
commanding Texts, 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. And thou, 
un Son, Know thou the GOD of thy Father, and ſerve 
Him with a perfect Heart and a willing Mind: For the 
LORD ſearcheth all Hearts, and underſtandeth all the 
Imaginations of the Th-ughts ; If thou ſeek Him he will 
be found of thee, but if thou forſake Him be will caſt 
Lee off for cver. Pſalm ciii. 13, ---=- 18. Like as a 
Father piticth his Children, ſo the LOR pitieth them 
That fear Him. Fur be knoweth our Frame, he conſider- 
eth that we are Duſt. As for Man, bis Days are as 
Graſs ; as a Flower of the Field ſo be flonriſheth : 
Fr the Wind paſſeth over it and it is gone, and the 
Place thereof ſhall knew it no more. But the Mercy of 
tbe. LORD is from Everlaſting to Everlaſting upon 
them that fear Him, and his Righte"uſneſs unt Chil- 
drens Children: To ſuch as keep his Covenant, and 

to thoſe that remember bis Commandments to do them. 
8 IH 1.4 : 
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2 dying Day and for the World to come. It can't 


ES. of - Father Abrabam ! Keep this in the Heart h tb 


F Elder and Tounger Perſons and prepare their Hears 


ma, Thee. 
How ſome Elder 


. any. 


pu e Holy" Supper. It has lain. heavy on the H = 
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x3 A Peaceful Death 
the Law of Kindneſs and Word of Truth, ruling 
in the Heart and Lip and Life. Pſalm xxxiv. 
IT, ---- 16. Come ye Children, bedrken unto me, and i 


will teach you the Fear of the LORD. What Man is 


be that defireth Life, and loveth many Days, that he may 
ſee Good ® Keep thy Tongue from Evil, and thy Lips 
from ſpeaking Guile : Depart from Evil and do good, 
ſeek Peace and purſue it : The Eyes of the LORD, | 
are upori the Righteous, and bis Ears are open to their 
Cry : The Face of the LORD is againſt them that 
do Evil, to cut off the Remembrance of them from the 
E arth. 

Lazar Young People be exhorted to be Sober- minded: 
And not only ſo, but Spiritually-minded which is 

fe and Peace. Let em imitate their pious Anceft- 
ors, and emulate the Grace and Wiſdom of their 
Elders. Let em beware of a worldly Mind, and 
of covetous Practices; that they fall not into 
Temptations and Snares, fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, 
that drown Men in Deſtruction and Perdition. 
Let em give themſelves to the reading of GOD's 
Word and Prayer, give themſelves up to the LORD 
TESUS CHRIST betimes, joyn themſelves to his 
Church, and come to his Table. This is the Way to 
inward heavenly Peace, living and dying. 
Foundation, and do it early, againſt 


be gone about too ſoon, nor done too well. O GOD 


Perſons look on themſelves in 
ay of Preparation for 'Death, and for Peace 
10 Aer End, I know not; While they paſs 


'* . .- away their Lives without walking in all the Ordi- 
<2 . IRD, and in the Neglect of that 


and commemorating Ordinance, 
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in 4 gwod Old Ae. 19 
of many, to my Knowledge, in a dying Hour 
So did not Abrabam. He kept the Way of the LORD. 
And let not Young People take Encouragement by 
the ill Example of any Eides in this Matter. But 
as their Parents gave them to the GOD of Abraham 
in their Baptiſm, ſo let them know themſelves 
bound to keep the Way of the LORD, that the 
LORD may bring upon them his promiſed Mercies 
while they . when they are to die, and to all 
Eternity. 

In a Word, Let Parents and Miniſters endeavour 
what they can, under the Bleſſing of GOD, to 
ſowe . the Seed 'of the Word, the Seed of Grace, 
in the Souls of the Children 'of CHRIST's Flock : 
Watering what they ſowe with their Prayers and 
Tears ; and then leave them to a Covenant GOD, 
the GOD of Abraham ; Who takes *em up from 
the Vomb, and unto Old Age it is HE, unto hoary 
Hairs He carries; And let us, as far as in us lies, 
portion ours in the ſure Mercies of an Everlaſting 


Covenant. 
I conclude with thoſe two tender, moving and 


commanding Texts, 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. And thou, 


auy Sin, Know thou the GOD #f thy Father, and ſerve 
Ilim with a perfect Heart and à willing Mind : For the 
LORD fſearcheth all Hearts, and underſtandeth all the 
Imaginations of the Th-ug brs : ; If thou ſeek Him he will 
be found of thee, but if * 7 'rſake Him be will caſt 
Lee off for ever. Pſalm ciii. 13, ---- 18. Like as 4 
Father pitieth his Children, ſo the LOR pitieth them 
That fear Him. For be knoweth our Frame, be conſider- 
eth that we are Duſt. As for Man, bis Days are as 
Graſs ; as a Plower of the Field fe he flonriſheth : 
EF the Wind paſſeth over it and it is gone, and the 
Place thereof ſhall knew it no more. But the Mercy of 
tbe LORD is from Everlaſting to Everlaſting upon 
them that fear Him, and his Righte-uſneſs unt, Chil- 
drens Children : To fuch as keep bis Covenant, and 
to thoſe that remember bis Commandments to do them. 
F INI S. 
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